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Cycle B 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Sunday November 4th, 2018 

 

 The Scripture readings today are absolutely clear that the Lord has given a 

divine plan for the ordering of our lives in our relationship with Him and with our 

neighbors. These passages from the Bible are relevant this week for three reasons. 

First, we saw on the news the mass shooting and murder of Jewish lives that 

occurred a week ago at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh. Second, we have 

a mid-term election this week that reveals even more; the divide in our nation. 

Third, abortion on demand continues to murder the lives of the most vulnerable in 

our nation, and divide our nation even further.   

 This past week I read a very insightful article from the National Catholic 

Register that speaks to the very situation our nation finds itself in. The article 

points out that the divide in our nation is driven by the extreme political divide. We 

have two extremes. The extreme left and the extreme right. As Catholic Christians 

we follow neither the political left nor the political right. Instead we follow what is 

morally right, and avoid what is morally wrong. St. Thomas Aquinas would call 

this “Virtue.” Virtue is the middle ground between two extremes. Virtues are 

goods or values worth pursuing. The unjust taking of innocent human life is not a 

good. Rather it is an evil act. “Period.”  
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 Our Lord Jesus Christ speaks to us today with absolute clarity as to what our 

proper response is supposed to be. Jesus is asked by a scribe, “Which is the first of 

all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is this: Hear O Israel! The 

Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 

second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” These commandments 

from Jesus are not suggestions. They are commandments! The scribe responded to 

Jesus with understanding. And Jesus says, “You are not far from the Kingdom 

of God.” Listening to Jesus words to the scribe, “You are not far from the 

Kingdom of God.” and applying them to our lives and the life of our nation we 

can be either close to the Kingdom of God or we can be far away from the 

Kingdom of God.  

 When we look at the situation in our country and throughout the world we 

must always be mindful first of the dignity of the human person from the moment 

of conception until natural death. We are concerned with the human dignity of 

“all” human beings. The unborn, people of other faiths, those on death row, 

migrants, the aged, and the poor. Yes, many of these situations are tough. But, as it 

is with our Catholic Christian faith we are neither: politically right, nor politically 

left. Rather, we strive to be morally right and not morally wrong.  
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 Consider this, a few years ago I was listening to a wise religious leader 

respond to a completely political question. The leader carefully and precisely 

responded with the following statement. “The hierarchy in our country use to be 

like this: God, country, political party. Today it is political party, country, 

God.” This simple statement silenced the room. If the Lord our God is not first 

look what happens. Just watch the news for the countless negative events that are 

reported. Most are because of the absence of God in the lives of people. 

 As we look at the situation in our country today Jesus has given us the divine 

plan that will bring healing to our nation and the world, “The first is this: Hear O 

Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall love the Lord your God 

with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 

strength. The second is this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

 


